
Welcome to our Christmas Day All-age Service! 
We gather as Christians to encourage one another and to meet with God in his Word.  Before the 
service, please pray for yourself and those around you to know Christ more. 

Today is an All-age Service so children will stay with us throughout. 

Paul Bolton is leading our service today. 

Isaac Watts 

Joy to the world – the Lord has come! 

let earth receive her king, 

let every heart prepare him room  

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing! 

Prayer for Christmas Day: Lord of grace and truth,  

we confess our unworthiness  

to stand in your presence as your children.  

We have sinned:  

forgive and heal us.  

  

The Virgin Mary accepted your call  

to be the mother of Jesus.  

Forgive our disobedience to your will.  

We have sinned:  

forgive and heal us.  

  

Your Son our Saviour  

was born in poverty in a manger.  

Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.  

We have sinned:  

forgive and heal us.  

  

The shepherds left their flocks  

to go to Bethlehem.  

Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision.  

We have sinned:  

forgive and heal us.  

  

The wise men followed the star  

to find Jesus the King.  

Forgive our reluctance to seek you.  

We have sinned:  

forgive and heal us.  

2. Joy to the earth – the saviour reigns! 

let songs be heard on high, 

while fields and streams and hills and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy! 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow 

nor thorns infest the ground: 

he comes to make his blessings flow 

wherever guilt is found, 

wherever guilt is found, 

wherever, ever guilt is found.  

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness, 

the wonders of his love,  

the wonders of his love, 

the wonders, wonders of his love. 

Song: 



Bible Reading: Isaiah 7:10-14 
 

 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest 

depths or in the highest heights.” 

12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test.” 

13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of 

humans? Will you try the patience of my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 

sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 

Bible Reading: Isaiah 9:6-7 
 

 For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

    and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty 

    will accomplish this.  

See Him lying on a bed of straw: 
a draughty stable with an open door; 
Mary cradling the babe she bore 
the Prince of glory is His name. 
 

O now carry me to Bethlehem 
to see the Lord appear to men! 
Just as poor as was the stable then, 
the Prince of glory when He came. 
 

2. Star of silver, sweep across the skies, 
show where Jesus in the manger lies; 
shepherds, swiftly from your stupor rise 
to see the Saviour of the world! 
 

 

3. Angels, sing the song that you began, 
bring God’s glory to the heart of man; 
sing that Bethl’em’s little baby can 
be salvation to the soul. 

 

4. Mine are riches, from Your poverty, 
from Your innocence, eternity; 
mine forgiveness by Your death for me, 
child of sorrow for my joy. 

Song: 

Michael Perry 



Bible Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 
 

 8 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: his mother Mary was pledged to be married to 

Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because 

Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he 

had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from 

the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 

his people from their sins.’ 

22 All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 ‘The virgin will conceive and 

give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with us’). 

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home 

as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him 

the name Jesus. 

Talk : The presence of God 

Bible Reading: John 1:1-14 
 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God 

in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 

made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning 

that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to 

the light. 

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though 

the world was made through him, the world did not recognise him. 11 He came to that which was his own, 

but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God – 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human 

decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one 

and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

The first nowell the angel did say 

was to Bethlehem’s shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep 

On a cold winter’s night that was so deep: 
 

Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, 

born is the king of Israel! 
 

2. Then wise men from a country far 

looked up and saw a guiding star; 

they travelled on by night and day 

to reach the place where Jesus lay: 

3. At Bethlehem they entered in, 

on bended knee they worshipped him; 

they offered there in his presence 

their gold and myrrh and frankincense: 

4. Then let us all with one accord 

sing praises to our heavenly Lord; 

for Christ has our salvation wrought 

and with his blood our life has bought: 



Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be Your name, 

Your kingdom come, Your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours,  

now and forever. Amen.  

The Lord’s Prayer: 

Prayers 

O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, 

Born the King of Angels.  
 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  

 

God of God, 

Light of Light, 

Lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 

Very God, 

Begotten, not created.  

 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

'Glory to God 

In the highest'.  

 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to thee be glory given; 

Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing:  

F. Oakeley 

  

     

 Sunday 27th December: 2.30pm all-age all-together service at St Ebbe’s, city centre 
 

 Sunday 3rd January:  10.30 service in Lime Walk 

 

Book to attend all services via the website www.stebbesheadington.org/sunday 
 

Song: 

http://www.stebbesheadington.org/sunday

